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persisted in without cause for a certain
length of time Desertion constitutes a ground
for an action to obtain legal separation or,
as in Scotland and many of the States of
the United States, it may be a cause for abso-
lute divorce. The period of time necessary to
make desertion a ground of divorce varies
from one to five years in different jurisdic-
tions. See ABANDONMENT; DIVORCE; HUS-
BAND AND WIFE.

Desertion, the act of abandoning the mili-
tary or naval service without receiving a
formal discharge. When a person subject
to military law absents himself without au-
thority, he is dropped as a deserter, if, in the
opinion of his commanding officer, the cir-
cumstances attending the unauthorized ab-
sence warrant such action. The Articles of
War now in force (1922) prescribe that any
person subject to military law, who deserts
01 attempts to desert the service of the
United States, shall, if the offense is commit-
ted in time of war, suffer death or such other
punishment as a court martial may direct;
and in time cf peace, any punishment other
than death that a court martial may direct.

The rights of citizenship are no longer for-
feited by conviction of desertion in time of
peace, but this penalty follows upon the
commission of the offense in time of war. In
the U. S. Navy, any absence without leave
for more than ten days constitutes desertion,
and penalties for this offense are approxi-
mately the same as in the U. S. Army. If a
member of the crew of a merchant vessel de-
serts his ship before the expiration of his
contract, he may be arrested and imprisoned
for a period not exceeding three months, or
until the departure of the ship from port,
and must forfeit all money due him and all
effects he may have left on board. Absence
without leave for forty-eight hours is con-
sidered evidence of desertion.

Deshiraa, a small island connected with
the city of Nagasaki, Japan, by a single stone
bridge. Between 1641 and 1858 it was the
restricted home of the Dutch representatives
of the East India Company. It was practical-
ly a prison and the residents were subjected
to many humiliations, but they enjoyed the
European monopoly of Japanese trade,

Desiccation, the process of removing wa-
ter from substances by making the vapor
pressure of the water in the substance great-
er than that of the surrounding atmosphere.
This may be done either by heating the sub-
stance, whereby its vapor pressure is in-
creased, or by reducing the vapor pressure

in the space wherein the substance is con-
tained. Desiccation, or dehydration, has
long served as an important method of food
preservation (see FOODS, PRESERVED).
Desiderio da Settignano (1428-64),
Italian sculptor, was born in Settignano, the
son of a stone mason. He is considered one
of the leading sculptors of the early Renais-
sance, his technique and the naturalism of his
figures reflecting the influence of Donatello,
who is believed to have been his teacher. The
beautiful marble tomb of Carlo Marsuppini
(1455) *n the Church of Santa Croce, Flor-
ence, is his masterpiece.
Desiderius (756-774), the last king of the
Lombards; taken prisoner at the time
Charlemagne invaded his territory and cap-
tured its capital, (774)
Design, an arrangement (planned) of
forms, colors, spaces, material elements, suc-
j cessive impressions, or related actions. Al-
though we commonly use the terms deco-
j rative design, textile design, furniture de-
sign, dress design, we also speak of an
architect's plan, or of machine design,
bridge design, boat design or the design of
the structural steel of a building. To be ex-
cellent, a design must fulfill all of the ends
for which it is devised. In architecture, a
plan must be arranged for convenience; yet
so as to produce a beautiful building, and
this without waste of material. In industrial
art, lines and shapes must unite in a good
composition, colors must harmonize, yet the
forms be suited to the material of which the
article is to be made, and, above all, the
whole carefully adapted to the use to which
it is destined.
In their simplest aspect, that of mere
arrangement, decorative designs may be sep-
arated into two classes, the first including
designs in the flat and surface designs, the
second those of form. Surface designs are
often used to beautify designs of form, in
which case it is a fundamental condition that
the characteristics of surface lines be in
harmony with those of the form to which
they are applied. Decorative designs may
also be divided, according to another classi-
fication derived from the measure in which
they represent objects, into geometrical de-
signs, conventional designs, and naturalistic
designs. Many artists prefer the first two to
the third because too exact portraiture of an
extraneous object detracts from the individ-
uality of the object that is being decorated.
The predominant characteristics of different
countries and periods are likely to show a